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For Immediate Release

Prairie Debut presents Sophie Bouffard, soprano with David McIntyre, piano 

in a concert tour of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta 

On Sunday, January 20, 2008 Canadian soprano, Sophie Bouffrard with pianist David McIntyre begin the 3rd segment of their concert tour under the auspices of the Prairie Debut touring network. Sophie and David will appear in communities throughout Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta performing works by Mozart, Faure, Fleming, McIntyre, Puccini, Gounod, Boito, and other favourites.   The duo will perform in Winnipeg, Thompson and Snow Lake MB, Brooks AB, and Regina, Rosthern and Ravenscrag SK. 

Sophie Bouffard and David McIntyre’s tour has been generously supported by The Canada Council for the Arts, the Manitoba Arts Council, the Organization of Saskatchewan Arts Councils, the Saskatchewan Arts Board, the Alberta Foundation for the Arts, the Arts Touring Alliance of Alberta, the Lloyd Carr-Harris Foundation and the Prairie Debut Season’s Sponsor, Meyers Norris Penny LLP.  
Prairie Debut 11th Anniversary Season

Based in central Manitoba and incorporated in Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba, Prairie Debut is a charitable status organization whose goal is to encourage community presenters to strive for artistic excellence in the presentation of professional classical and world music.  The organization works to strengthen the interprovincial relationship of community presenters and contribute to the career development of Canadian professional classical and world artists by creating touring opportunities.
Sophie Bouffard, soprano

Whether in recital or opera, soprano Sophie Bouffard is recognized for her great expressivity, her rich and vibrant voice, as well as her ability to captivate audiences.  Born and raised in Quebec City, Ms. Bouffard received her vocal training at Laval University in both studios of Michel Ducharme and Marie-Danielle Parent, and also in Belgium in the class of the world-renowned singer-pedagogue Loh Siew-Tuan. A versatile singer, her repertoire ranges from baroque to new music, from opera to recital. She has performed with the Belgium National Opera House La Monnaie, Opera Saskatchewan, the Saskatoon Opera, the Regina Symphony Orchestra, the Orchestre Symphonique de Trois-Rivières, to name a few. Ms. Bouffard is also in great demand as a performer of contemporary compositions, many of which have been composed for her. She has performed extensively throughout Canada as well as in France, Belgium, Portugal, Lithuania, Poland and Ukraine. Out of many exciting projects, this year she will be making her London (UK) debut and will see the release of her CD entitled “Songs of North” with pianist David McIntyre.

David L. McIntyre is most well-known across North America as a composer. He has fulfilled commissions for many fine artists including Jo Boatright, Ben Heppner, Angela Hewitt, Erika Raum, and Catherine Vickers. For three years he served as composer-in-residence with the Regina Symphony Orchestra. One of Canada’s leading composers of music for the piano, he is himself a respected pianist and frequent collaborator with many fine singers and instrumentalists. He has recorded several CDs with various artists including Sophie Bouffard, Lynn Channing, John Griffiths, William Clark and the Contrasts trio. David and his trio have recently returned from a tour in Russia. He is often heard as both composer and pianist on CBC and live in concert. His growing catalogue of published music includes vocal, choral, organ, piano and chamber music.
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For more information regarding this project and/or Prairie Debut, please contact:

Lynne Bailey, Executive Director, Prairie Debut

Box 273, Onanole, MB R0J 1N0

T: (204) 848-7427

e-mail: ldbailey@mts.net  

website: www.prairiedebut.com
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