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For Immediate Release

Prairie Debut presents Anne-Julie Caron, marimba with Akiko Tominaga, piano 

in a concert tour of Manitoba and Saskatchewan 

On Saturday, February 2, 2008 Canadian marimbist, Anne-Julie Caron with pianist Akiko Tominaga begin the 1st segment of their concert tour under the auspices of the Prairie Debut touring network. Anne-Julie and Akiko will appear in communities throughout Manitoba and Saskatchewan performing works by K. Abe, O. Lozowchuk, A. Piazzolla, E. Séjourné, M. Ravel and C. Saint-Saëns.  The duo will perform in Winnipeg, Brandon, Altona and Snow Lake MB, Hudson Bay, Yorkton, Kipling, Weyburn, Assiniboia, Estevan, Swift Current, Lloydminster, Luseland, Rosthern, Tisdale, Melfort, Watrous, and KindersleySK. 

Anne-Julie Caron and Akiko Tominaga’s tour has been generously supported by The Canada Council for the Arts, the Manitoba Arts Council, the Organization of Saskatchewan Arts Councils, the Saskatchewan Arts Board, the Alberta Foundation for the Arts, the Arts Touring Alliance of Alberta, the Lloyd Carr-Harris Foundation and the Prairie Debut Season’s Sponsor, Meyers Norris Penny LLP.  
Prairie Debut 11th Anniversary Season

Based in central Manitoba and incorporated in Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba, Prairie Debut is a charitable status organization whose goal is to encourage community presenters to strive for artistic excellence in the presentation of professional classical and world music.  The organization works to strengthen the interprovincial relationship of community presenters and contribute to the career development of Canadian professional classical and world artists by creating touring opportunities.
Anne-Julie Caron, marimba
Canadian marimba soloist Anne-Julie Caron is distinguished by her sensational performances and can be heard on concert stages throughout Canada, United States, and Mexico and beyond.  Ms Caron has won numerous international prizes including the prestigious 2007 Opus Prize as “Discovery of the Year”, the 2nd Prize and a recording contract with Classic Concert Records (Europe) at the 2006 International Marimba Competition in Linz and two of the most prominent Canadian competitions: the 2005 Montreal Symphony Orchestra’ Standard Life Competition and the 2004 Prix d’Europe.  

Highlights of her career include appearances at international music festivals such as PASIC 2007 (the international percussion convention), Festival international de Marimbistas (Mexico), Zeltsman Marimba Festival, Festival International du Domaine Forget, Cool Drumming, Festival de Lanaudière and concerts with orchestras including the Montreal Symphony Orchestra and the Québec Symphony Orchestra. 
Anne-Julie Caron is represented by Richard Paul Concert Artists, Toronto, ON. 

Akiko Tominaga, piano

Originally from Japan, Akiko began her studies at the age of 4, and made her solo debut in 1991.  Since then, she has performed at various venues and concert halls in the United States, Canada, and Europe.  Her solo and chamber performances have been broadcast on Radio-Canada.  Her most recent project was the Goldberg Variations by J.S. Bach, of which a recording was made by the Université de Montréal.  
In the past year, her engagements included a concert tour of Canada with the members of the Israel Symphony (premiering works by Stewart Grant and Lior Navok, and a concert in Chicoutimi with the principal members of Quebec Symphony.
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For more information regarding this project and/or Prairie Debut, please contact:

Lynne Bailey, Executive Director, Prairie Debut

Box 273, Onanole, MB R0J 1N0

T: (204) 848-7427

e-mail: ldbailey@mts.net  

website: www.prairiedebut.com
Anne-Julie Caron, marimba with Akiko Tominaga, piano

Tour Concert Performance Schedule

Saturday, February 2/08

Winnipeg, MB

Presented by Virtuosi Concerts in Eckhardt-Gramatte Hall, U of Winnipeg

Sunday, February 3/08

Altona, MB

Presented by Southern Manitoba Concerts in Bergthaler Church

Tuesday, February 5/08

Brandon, MB

Presented by Brandon University School of Music Pro Series Plus in the Lorne Watson Recital Hall, Brandon University

Friday, March February 8/08
Snow Lake, MB

Presented by Ravna Concerts


Monday, March 3/08

Hudson Bay, SK

Presented by Hudson Bay Arts Council in Brooks Hall

Tuesday, March 4/08

Yorkton, SK

Presented by Yorkton Arts Council in Anne Portnuff Theatre, Yorkton Regional Highschool


Wednesday, March 5/08
Kipling, SK

Presented by Kipling & District Arts Council in Kipling Community Centre

Friday, March 7/08

Weyburn, SK

Presented by Weyburn Concert Series in Weyburn Comprehensive Highschool

Saturday, March 8/08

Assiniboia, SK

Presented by Assiniboia Arts Council in Prince of Wales Cultural & Rec. Centre

Sunday, March 9/08

Estevan, SK

Presented by Estevan Arts Council in St. Paul’s United Church

Monday, March 10/08

Swift Current, SK

Presented by Swift Current Allied Arts Council in Swift Current Comprehensive Highschool

Wednesday, March 12/08
Lloydminster, SK

Presented by Lloydminster Allied Arts Council in Vic Juba Community Theatre, Lakeland College

Thursday, March 13/08

Luseland, SK

Presented by Luseland Arts Council in the Luseland Homecoming Hall

Friday, March 14/08

Rosthern, SK

Presented by Station Arts Centre at the Station Arts Centre

Saturday, March 15/08

Tisdale, SK

Presented by Tisdale Arts Council in the Tisdale RECplex

Sunday, March 16/08

Melfort, SK

Presented by Melfort Arts Council in North East Leisure Centre

Monday, March 17/08

Watrous, SK

Presented by Watrous Area Arts Council in Watrous Civic Centre

Wednesday, March 19/08
Kindersley, KS

Presented by Kindersley & District Arts Council in St. Paul’s United Church

Masterclasses and school shows are also scheduled in many of these communities.  Please contact Prairie Debut or the local presenters for details.

Performance dates and venues are subject to change.  Please contact the local presenter to confirm performance details.
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